Critical & Creative Thinking Program

Syllabus Worksheet, June 2011

As part of CCT’s response to comments from the AQUAD review committee (linked to http://www.cct.umb.edu/programreviews.html), we need each instructor to complete the following syllabus additions and submit the revised syllabus to cctcoordinator@umb.edu by the end of July.  Please do this even if you’re not teaching the course for a while yet.  We will suggest refinements or revisions in time for the syllabus to be ready before the fall semester.  Questions or suggestions welcome.

1. Make explicit the learning outcomes (as in, “At the end of this course, students will be able to: 1….”)

2. Include before session 1 a set of pointers about the preparation that is assumed (in lieu of formal prerequisites).  This may borrow from or point to a generic set of pointers at http://cct.wikispaces.umb.edu/Pointers (see example at http://www.faculty.umb.edu/pjt/692-xxonline.html#Pointers).

3. Create one assignment in which students identify the tools, practices, and perspectives from the course that they intend to bring into their specific professional or personal endeavors.  Highlight that this assignment is suitable for inclusion in CCT students’ required Reflective Practitioner’s Portfolio (http://cctrpp.wikispaces.umb.edu).
4. (Sections taught online or by part-timers; Optional for others): Include a link in the activities for the last session of the course to a supplementary narrative course evaluation of the following form—http://bit.ly/CrCrTh6xxSu11 (but you would insert your course number for the xx and the semester-year for the Su11).  (When you get to that point in the semester, please emphasize that students need to complete this evaluation as well as the formal College of Ed. evaluation.) (To compare the official and supplementary evaluations, see, e.g., http://www.cct.umb.edu/courses.html#692.)
The comments of the AQUAD review committee that these syllabus additions will enable us to address are as follows:

1. “Articulate learning outcomes for individual courses” (p. 4).  

2. “There should be foundational courses that provide the core knowledge, competencies, and values for all students who participate in any of the course or degree options provided” (p. 3)  (There are required foundational or core requirements for Certificate and Master’s students, but these have not been prerequisites for students from other programs or non-degree students who want to take CCT courses.  Thus, we are looking for ways to achieve the grounding in CCT recommended by the Committee.

3. “Implement a portfolio (perhaps electronic)” (p. 4) [or, given that we already have one, help get all students to assemble it]

4. “Address concerns about the quality of instruction and depth of student learning given an increase in on-line courses” (p.4)

Having 1, 2, & 3 in every syllabus will allow us to re-start a stalled curriculum mapping process, and thus:

· “Clearly define the program dimensions of critical and creative thinking” (p.2) [and reflective practice]

· “Align course goals and learning outcomes more intentionally across the curriculum” (p.2)
