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Introduction


The reason why I took this course was to learn how I, as a parent, can assist my children in school and how technology plays a role in their education. I learned that technology is becoming a major factor in education almost in every subject everywhere. The struggles I face with my children is in math. I feel that sometimes math anxiety has to do with speed. Trying to answer the questions and solve the problems without taking the time to relax and think about the problem and not the answer. I remind my children that they’re not in school and don’t have to rush to another class. Think about what they were doing in class and in the textbook but most importantly take their time to think. This has worked in some cases but where it doesn’t, I let them know that math involves struggling. When they realize this the anxiety will fade and their approach will lead them to a new way of understanding and learning. Also when they can’t arrive with an answer don’t feel discouraged. They shouldn’t leave it blank but show their effort on paper and explain what they didn’t understand.

My project initially started out looking for resources on using a graphing calculator to assist my children with math. I realized that this would only assist them with using this type of technology and not necessarily assist them with math. As a parent with children in the Boston Public School system, I wanted to be able to assist them in their education. It seems that the way of the future is integrating technology in education. Not only do the teachers have to be computer-literate but so do parents. Parents could always access technology, in this case the computer, in various places such as: libraries, community centers and the work place.

The purpose of my project is to create a Microsoft Word log of websites and resources. I as a parent could refer to and access to assist my children in their education. Having all of these links and resources in a log, in one place will allow me easy access without purchasing books and software. I don’t have any other way of accessing the information, which is affordable and easy except for electronically. I am not always able to attend school meetings with teachers, join parent site council or workshops due to my working hours. However, I always have the means to access a computer. Therefore as a single parent of two children, working full-time and a part-time job, and going to school part-time, it made sense for me to develop a log so that I can always be able to refer to. I plan to access these sites on a regular basis, as needed especially the FAQ sites.

The T2T FAQ index page is one area to browse. It features discussions, problems, storybooks, reference books, and web resources on a variety of topics: http://mathforum.org/t2t/faq/
This site has "Tricks for Learning Math" which was actually prompted by a question that includes the mnemonic for remembering the order of operations, "Please Excuse, My Dear Aunt Sally"

http://mathforum.org/t2t/message.taco?thread=690&message=1
Ask Dr. Math has a FAQ page here for K-12 math students and teachers: http://mathforum.org/dr.math/faq/ 

and the archive contains a form for submitting questions: http://mathforum.org/dr.math/
This site has FAQ specifically on the "Order of Operations"

http://mathforum.org/dr.math/faq/faq.order.operations.html
The Internet Math Library is an annotated catalog of mathematics and mathematics education web sites. The Library features a description of each entry and hierarchical categories for browsing: http://mathforum.org/library
This is an area for using graphing calculator for students, parents and educators. The graphing calculator can be used for statistics, graphing, linear equations, polynomial functions, 2nd & 3rd equations and beyond: http://www.education.ti.com/
Whether you're looking to help your kids get started using their TI technology or want activities to work on with them, you'll find a wealth of online resources, tutorials, guidebooks, and videos in the Parent Resource Center.  more...             

TI-Navigator™With the TI-Navigator system, Texas Instruments is helping schools create a more connected classroom using technology that is already common in most U.S. high schools - the TI-83 Plus

graphing calculator and the Internet. By integrating TI-Navigator's wireless technology with standard

classroom lessons, schools can maximize each student's potential for learning. Introducing the

TI-83 Plus Silver Edition

This site offers family activities designed to help children identify reliable Internet sources and develop their own independent ideas based upon research. http://www.fno.org/feb97/teach.html
"Websites that would be useful in keeping informed of educational and/or technological developments as they occur both locally and nationally." by Aimee D. Avignon.

The Washington Post: http://www.thewashingtonpost.com
The New York Times: 
" 

http://www.newyorktimes.com


The Boston Globe: http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe
MSNCB: http://www.msnbc.com
The Patriot Ledger: 
" 

http:// www.southofboston.com


Fox 25 News: http://www.fox25.com
Parental Involvement

As a parent and as most parents, we assume that helping means homework help. As mathematics becomes more difficult, I feel at a loss to do more than ask if the homework's been done. For my children, and me math seems to be a struggle as I stated earlier in my introduction. But the message I try to convey, the responsibility I encourage, the support I offer, and the absence of excuses, I believe creates a learner. When we accept struggle as a normal part of learning, we can change the way we learn. Kids need to know it’s okay to get the wrong answer, on the way of getting the right one. We as parents and educators should let kids know there aren’t any bad consequences to mistakes and that it’s part of the process.

Some important contribution parents can make are simple such as: turning off the television, instituting study or reading time, making sure their children have a place at home to do homework. Provide writing materials, school supplies for each class according to syllabus/curriculum, access to dictionaries and reference materials, and making sure their children applies for a library card.  Parents can get involve is by attending their children's school site council, which is the decision-making committee for the school as well as networking. They also assist with putting together workshops for parents. Other ways parents could get involved is by attending school open houses and conferences, open communications between their children's teachers and school administrators (to bridge the gap between home and school), participate in career presentations, and have their child shadow them to work on "take your daughter to work day", which will be held during the spring (next year on April 25, 2002 or http://www.ms.foundation.org). Parents can make use of schools information and resource center, community/municipal centers, libraries and even churches.

The most important thing to realize, I think, is that when parents and teaches and community can work together, we are going to see a real change in what is going on in public schools. People need to realize that whether or not they have kids in school, we all have a stake in how well our students are doing in school. For our children are the product of today and tomorrow, which shapes society.

Boston Parent Organizing Network provides education and training to parents, students and community members from diverse disciplines to enhance their capacity to support today’s families: http://www.bpon.org/resources/educators.asp and http://responsiveeducation.org/html/related_links.html Research has been known to show that students perform better in school if parents and other caring community members are involved.

GenTech assist in developing computer skills related to using e-mail, learning desktop publisher, creating web page, making tables and charts, and creating graphics: http://www.shecan.com

The purpose of adding the financial assistance portion in my paper was so that I would have all the information I found relevant to education, which is tuition, in one location. Having this information is important to me because it makes it easier for me to put my hands on it when the time comes. The financial assistance has added information more than your normal Educational IRA or the popular Mutual Fund. Without the financial backing such as scholarships, grants, financial aid, and loan repayment assistance technology in education wouldn't mean much if students were unable to afford to pay for it.

Financial Assistance

Upromise makes it easy to get back part of your spending as college savings and to invest your college savings tax-deferred. Upromise puts leading companies like CVS, Mobil, AT&T, Toys “R” Us, Supermarkets, Restaurants, Credit Cards and more contribute a portion of what you spend with them into a college savings account: http://upromise.com 

Fidelity Investments offers tax-advantaged college savings plan to help you or your child reach your college savings goals: LEARN ABOUT 529 PLANS or http://www.fidelity.com 
Salomon Smith Barney manages portfolios of Scholars Choice, which offer families nationwide an opportunity to attend college on a federally tax-deferred basis as a result of the Tax Relief Act of 2001. Scholars Choice is designed as a qualified tuition program under section 529 of the Internal Revenue Code: http://www.scholars-choice.com
American Student Assistance located at the Boston Public Library assists with locating financial assistance to finance education and repayment of education loans: http://www.amsa.com
In conclusion my goal is to create and maintain a log with information on parental networking and resources, and financial assistance programs so that when my children are ready to enter college I will be well prepared. I will be looking into how to establish a log on the Internet (using http://www.backflip.com ) and possibly a back-up on disk.

