Small group activities, March 9, 2006

Activity 1

Assume roles according to alphabetical order of first names.

Phases of Small Group Activity =

I. Getting Together to begin activity (approx. 5 mins), including acquainting yourself with roles and phases.  Note that the reporter is NOT the note-taker—during the activity everyone is supposed to make their own notes.  Make sure to allow time for the synthesis & reflection period.

II. Activity (20 mins).  Reflect on the video and your own experience and create guidelines for making co-operative work in small groups effective. The guidelines should be ready by the end of this phase, but will be presented after phase III.

III. Synthesis and Reflection (5 mins).  During this phase, subgroup members take time out to reflect on what they have learned during the activity.

IV.  Presentations of guidelines (10 mins. each subgroup).  During this phase, a randomly selected person will be called on to state the guidelines as they understand them, then the other members of the group will provide additions or modifications.  The reporter will then report on “highlights, appreciations, or issues needing further work from the content or the process of the discussion” that emerged in phase III.

Activity 2

Assume roles according to alphabetical order of last names.

Phases of Small Group Activity =

I. Getting Together to begin activity (approx. 5 mins).

II. Activity (30 mins). Imagine that teachers have asked you to compare and contrast Calhoun’s view of Action Research and that described in PT’s “cycles & epicycles” handout.  A draft of a one-page handout and verbal presentation is required.  These should be ready by the end of this phase, but will be made after phase III.

III. Synthesis and Reflection (8 mins).  During this phase, subgroup members take time out to reflect on what they have learned during the activity. 

IV.  Presentations of guidelines (12 mins. each subgroup).  During this phase, a randomly selected person will be called on to do the verbal presentation, then the other members of the group will provide additions or modifications.  Everyone will submit their draft of the one-page handout. 

