Action Research
CCT693, AR session 1

A. Starting points (in response to the case/scenario and exploration during the past week)

(A combination of "IPF" and Madison Metropolitan School District (2001). "Classroom action research starting points." http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/sod/car/carstartingpoints.html, viewed 25 Jan. 03.)

**Fill in ideas without worrying about whether you could completely address them within the two weeks ahead.

1.  What interests or intrigues me about the situation presented in the case is...

2.  Information--things I would like to know more about the case are...

3.  What's confusing, ambiguous or unclear to me is...

4.  What seems most important to me about the scenario is...

5.  What seems to need improving is...

6.  Some people are unhappy about...

7.  I am perplexed by...

8.  I'm really curious about...

9.  An idea I would like to try out in my CCT courses/ life/ work/ classroom / community is...

10.  Something I think would really make a difference is...

11.  Something I would like to do towards change is...

B. Pair-share (look up when you're finished, find someone who's finished and share what you came up with)

C. Go around in the whole class

Choose one item and convey to class as a whole.  In a second go around you can add another item.  PT records and later distributes by email.

Notice who, if anyone, expresses similar points.  
D. Formulation of Initial Tasks

D0.  Consult with people, if any, who expressed similar interests.  Decide whether to pair up or to divide up the work.

D1.  KAQF (a variant of KNF).  Separate points one to a row.  Work through the whole KAQF for each point and use the additional Questions in parentheses (perhaps with another student as sounding board) to check your thinking.  Is the research you are formulating related to the problem(s) you see raised by the scenario, including developing a constituency to act on any findings or proposals you come up with.  If the connection isn't clear, go back and revise.

	What do we Know?

(Q: How do you Know that? -- What's the evidence, assumptions, and reasoning?)
	Action: What could people do on the basis of this knowledge?
	Questions for Inquiry: What more do we Need to know—in order to clarify what people could do or to revise/refine the knowledge
	How to Find this out?

(Q: Will your method of research best enable you to Find this out?)
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	2.


	
	
	

	3.


	
	
	

	4.


	
	
	


Worksheet on my initial task
USE CARBON PAPER TO MAKE A COPY OF THIS SHEET

My name:

D2.  A sentence description of a specific task or sequence of tasks  I'd like to undertake.

e.g.,  Prepare and undertake pilot questionnaire of 8 graduates to explore what kinds of support are meaningful to them, revise questionnaire in light of responses and reading on Q'res, distribute new Q're to all CCT graduates, and analyze responses.

e.g.,  Search web to learn about post-graduation professional support arrangements and synthesize what works well and what doesn’t.

.....................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................................................................

 (After class PT types these into one file & distributes by email and the wiki – see instructions below)

Probable sources of information/explanation

Goal by next week and for mid-week check-in w/ PT and others interested in your task

Help that might be needed from PT

D3.  One minute reports on the task (and KAQF behind it) to the whole class.  While you are listening:

Note people to keep informed about progress in my Action Research during the week ahead

Make request slips to other people to inform you about progress in their Action Research 

-------tear off-----------------------------

To:






From:  

Keep me informed about progress in your Action Research during the week ahead, especially in regard to:....

-------tear off------------------------------

To:






From:  

Keep me informed about progress in your Action Research during the week ahead, especially in regard to:....

Asmt. 1: Contribution and response to AR wiki by 2/4.  

The goal is for you to convey succinctly the process and current state of your inquiry and to respond to the inquiry of your classmates with questions that push their inquiry further.

Make sure you identify your contributions

To do this, visit cct.wikispaces.com  

login as user cctguest and password provided by PT

This is a form of class interaction I haven’t used before, so expect some teething problems.

--------------------------------

TIPS derived from previous years

• use of KAQF for separate individual items (not all lumped together) and apply the questions in parentheses to self-check.

• it's OK for you to conduct lots of background research to contribute to reflection and dialogue, but that you should regularly check that you can connect what you are researching to a proposal and a consituency.

• constituencies consist of actual people you have engaged in your proposals or proposal-making so that they are interested in following through with the proposals.  If your constituency is still hypothetical by the time you present a final report, your Action Research is unlikely to be followed through on.

• phone calls and in-person visits are recommended as follow up on emails -- do not expect that a receiver of an email will make time to answer.

• do a pilot run of any questionnaire or survey and/or get my comments on your draft.  The first version of a survey often doesn't get the kinds of answers you thought you were looking for.




