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Professional Development Plan

 

The purpose of this project is to create a website which would allow me to keep abreast with the ongoing developments in Education—especially the technical aspect.  Whereas I am not currently teaching, a website such as this would serve to prevent me from becoming completely isolated professionally.  This website is divided into five parts.  Each part has been chosen for its relevance in regard to what I think is important for me to know before becoming a teacher.

 

After having reviewed several websites and links to publications, I have chosen the following for their usefulness as well as for their accessibility.  After all, there is no sense in developing a professional development plan if I consistently have trouble navigating its links and websites. 

I intend to check this website ideally every day and realistically twice a week at least for the newspaper sections.  The other sites I will attempt to check at least once a month and on an as needed basis (some may prove helpful in future courses).  What will motivate me to check these sites is the same thing that motivated me to try to create it in the first place.  I want to keep informed of the ongoing developments in education—and the technology that is becoming ever more essential to education.  Since I am not in a classroom everyday, I haven’t very many ways to gather information besides electronically.  I could get on mailing lists and subscribe to all of these organizations, but I know I wouldn’t make the time to keep up with them.  Having all of these links on one website provides me with one specific place for keep all of them.  By taking the time to check this website, I will have made to time to check the links.  Therefore, for my situation, spending my time between two kids, two jobs and school, keeping a professional development plan in an electronic format is the most logical.

 

I have set up this website in a categorized list fashion.  I have done this so that I (and whoever else happens to be using this page) can easily find and connect to a particular link.  My page is broken down into aspects that I may find useful in my professional development.  If I find, that as time goes by, I need to add, drop or modify a link, I will do so.  I intend to keep this website as an ongoing process during my educational career.  The categories that I have chosen thus far are, those websites that contain lesson planning, websites that deal with technology in education, websites that explore ways to incorporate technology into everyday classrooms, websites that deal with the news, and website I may find helpful in the future when I go out looking for a teaching job.  Again, these website categories may change as my thoughts about education change or as my professional needs change, but for now, the way I have set this page up is how I feel it will be the most useful. 

 

 

1) Websites that would be useful in the development of lesson plans, especially lesson plans in which students are able to incorporate technology:

 

CBC4kids:  http://www.cbc4kids.ca/teachers/default.html
National Education Association Lesson Plans: http://www.nea.org/cet/index_educator.html
New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/learning
 

2) Websites that would be useful in learning how to incorporate technology into the classroom and in seeing how other teachers accomplish this:

 

NEA:  http://www.nea.org
International Society for Technology in Education: http://wwwiste.org
Women’s Equity Resource Center—WEEA: http://edc.org/womensEquity
New York Times Technology News: http://www.nytimes.com/pages-technology/index.html
Ed Week: http://www.edweek.org/clips#rest
 

3) Websites that would be useful in studying technological presentations and finding ways to design lessons that use computers in meaningful ways in everyday classroom lessons.

 

The Vines—writing forum: http://www.thevines.com
Shakespeare essay samples posted online: http://www.shakespeare.sk?Essays/Essays.html
Suite 101—writing forum: http://www.suite101.com
Suite 101—index of the various published essays: http://www.suite101.com/topics.cfm/823
 

4) Websites that would be useful in keeping informed of educational and/or technological developments as they occur both locally and nationally.  By checking the headlines each day (or at least twice a week), I can look for news concerning education from standards to testing to the effects of technology in the classroom.

 

The Washington Post: http://www.thewashingtonpost.com
The New York Times: http://www.newyorktimes.com
The Boston Globe: http://www.boston.com/dailyglobe
MSNBC: http://www.msnbc.com
The Patriot Ledger: http://www.southofboston.com
 

5) Websites that would be useful for job searches locally and nationally:

 

Ad Hound: http://www.adhound.com
Educational Job Searches: http://www.educationjob.co 

 

 

 

 

  

