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The politics of participation in eco-development

The ideal of Participatory Action Research (PAR) is that researchers shape their inquiries through on-going work with and empowerment of people whose lives stand to be most affected by some change in social policy or technological development, such digging of deep wells for irrigation.  Participation of local peoples is now widely invoked and promoted in development projects (albeit not always with the sincerity and success evident in the CARE project described in Taylor).  Indeed, the mandate of "participation" can be wielded in disempowering ways by State or International agencies; see Ribot’s articles and Agrawal and Gibson.  Brosius et al. Identify questions for scholasr and other advocates designing eco-development.  See also Peters (ed.) for a review of the politics of participation and participation rhetoric.  

Can we get clarification about projects we have been involved in from the various case studies and analyses?
Additional reference:

Greenwood, D. J. and M. Levin (1998). Introduction To Action Research: Social Research For Social Change. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Note that here have been substitutions for readings listed in syllabus:

Agrawal, A. and C. Gibson (1999). "Enchantment and disenchantment: The role of community in natural resource conservation." World Development 27(4): 629-649.

Writers' workshop

Watch your email for description of the activity.  This will be determined after taking stock of where students are in their projects.




