Summaries of materials on Westerns (reformatted by Meesh; summaries are included whether or not students updated documentation)

Summaries of "Western (genre)" from Wikipedia:
Lisamarie Tauro

Westerns are fictional and devoted to telling stories that set in the later half of the 19th century. Some westerns are set back to as late as 1836 and 1920. In the 1940s and 1950s, westerns emphasized the values of honor and sacrifice. 

Characteristics:

Characteristics: The films often depict fights with Native Americans. Westerns often stress the harshness of the wilderness and frequently set the action in a desert-like landscape with isolated forts, ranches, homesteads, Native American villages, and small frontier towns. Many films focus on the conflicts between the settled townspeople and farmers (the epitome of "civilization") as against the free-ranging cattle herders opposed to fencing the land (epitomizing "nature"). The different kind of westerns is Classical Westerns, Spaghetti Westerns, Osterns, Revisionist Westerns, and Contemporary films. Long derided for its simplistic morality, the western film genre came to be seen instead as a series of conventions and codes that acted as a short-hand communication methods with the audience.

Influences: Many Western films after the mid-1950s were influenced by the Japanese samurai films of Akira Kurosawa. Despite the Cold War, the western was a strong influence on Eastern Bloc cinema, which had its own take on the genre, the so called 'Red Western' or Ostern. Generally these took two forms: either straight westerns shot in the Eastern Bloc, or action films involving the Russian Revolution and civil war and the Basmachi rebellion in which Turkic peoples play a similar role to Mexicans in traditional westerns. An offshoot of the western genre is the "post-apocalyptic" western, in which a future society, struggling to rebuild after a major catastrophe, is portrayed in a manner very similar to the 19th century frontier.

Television: Television Westerns are a sub-genre of the Western, a genre of film, fiction, and drama in which stories are set primarily in the later half of the 19th century in the American Old West), Western Canada and Mexico during the period from about 1860 to the end of the so-called "Indian Wars." The peak year for television westerns was 1959, with 26 such shows airing during prime-time. Increasing costs of American television production led to most action half hour series vanishing in the early 1960's to be replaced by hour long television shows, increasingly in color.

Litutature: Western fiction is a genre of literature set in the American Old West between the years of 1860 and 1900.

Art: A number of visual artists focused their work on representations of the American Old West. American West-oriented art is sometimes referred to as "Western Art" by Americans

Other media: The Western genre is also used in comic books, computer and video games and role playing games. In comics, the western has been done straight, as in the classic comics of the late 1940s and early 1950s; in the 1990s and 2000s, the western comic has been done in a more Weird West fashion, usually involving supernatural horror such as vampires and ghouls. In computer games, the western genre is either straight Western or a western-horror hybrid. Some Western themed-computer games include the 1970s game The Oregon Trail, the 1990s game Outlaws (a first-person shooter), and the 2000s-era GUN.

Anna Xu 

            In the Wikipedia, there is a page that is about the Western genre. According to the Wikipedia, paragraph 2, the western portray the ways of life and the conflicts between the natives, immigrants and others. There is a history in the western part of the United States, but there are also pictures, movies and stories that relate to the western. Paragraph 1, Wikipedia Some of the western genre could be visual art because it is display for the viewers to see. In the Western, the cowboy style is usually hats, shirts, and bandanna and dresses because they use horses, guns and ropes, since there is no modern technology that was use in those days. Paragraph 4, Wikipedia. In the west, cowboys were very popular because many people were one.

            There are many western movies that were made in the 1900’s. Many of these movies were made in the western states of America. Paragraph 10, wikipedia. There are many versions of western movies that were made because many different directors that made the films that were base in the western perspective and ideas, so each movie was not similar. Basically the western movies have influence the other producers and directors to make other western movies. Paragraph 27, wikipaedia. Most of the western movies portray the ways of the life because of the lack of technology that they used in those days and the violence. Most of the western movies take place at the western parts, where there is the desert and the open plains is where they shoot the movies. Paragrapgh 32, wikipedia The western genre has impressed many people and there are other countries that make the film similar to the western genre. Many of the western movies basically are fictions that are base in the 19th century. There are a lot of western movies, televisions and literature that were made because it was popular. There are western art, which is base out in the west that was displayed at the museums because of some artifacts and portraits. Paragrapgh 34 wikipedia. These are the things that the makes the western interesting, since there are a lot of things to learn and visualize.

Alan Rosenthal


The Western genre is a type of fiction genre that focuses on the United States Midwest in the mid-to-late 1800’s.  In that time period and area, there was very little modern technology.  The main characters were usually cowboys and Native Americans.  Early westerns portrayed cowboys as the protagonist and Native Americans as the antagonist.  Later productions showed Native Americans as neutral characters.


The Western genre covers a wide variety of different literary works and movies.  There are several different sub-categories.  The classic western genre covers generally what most people think of when they think of the Western genre.  The spaghetti westerns generally are low budget films and have more action and violence than classic westerns.  Oster westerns were popular in communist Europe and portrayed the oppressed Native Americans in a sympathetic light. The Revisionist Western gave a different view point to women and Native Americans.

Bianca Peixoto
Western Genre is known as a fiction genre according to Wikipedia.com. In the 19th Century it was an important time for Western Literature. After the literature, Western movies evolved. The characteristics of western genre are that in genre films it is known as oaters. Characters that were usually involved in Western films were cowboys and bounty hunters, and more. According to Wikipedia.com, “The films often depict fights with Native Americans.” And, “Early Westerns were mostly filmed in the studio, just like other early Hollywood movies, but when location shooting became more common, producers of Westerns used desolate corners of New Mexico, California, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Kansas, Texas, Colorado or Wyoming.” Western genre is composed of many subgenres as classical, spaghetti, osterns, and revisionists. In Wikipedia.com, it also said that, “In the 1960s academic and critical attention to cinema as a legitimate art form emerged. With the increased attention, film theory was developed to attempt to understand the significance of film. From this environment emerged (in conjunction with the literary movement) an enclave of critical studies called genre studies. This was primarily a semantic and structuralist approach to understanding how similar films convey meaning.” Western television was usually about drama that was set during the 19 Century. Audience became to love the television western. American Old West was when Western fiction was set according to Wikipedia.com. Also, in Wikipedia.com it says, most bookstores, outside of a few western states, only carry a small number of Western fiction books.” American Old West was what some artists focused on. And lastly another important fact is that, “The Western genre is also used in comic books, computer and video games and role playing games” (Wikipedia.com).
Kirandeep Saini

The western genre took place around the 19th century. It has considered more fictional then nonfiction. It happened around the 1940’s- 1970’s. For example, the quote, The Western is a fiction genre seen in film, television, radio, literature, painting and other visual arts. Westerns are devoted to telling stories set primarily in the later half of the 19th century in what became the Western United States (known as the American Old West or Wild West), but also in Western Canada and Mexico. Some westerns are set as early as the Battle of the Alamo in 1836 and the American Civil War, and some are set as late as the Mexican Revolution in 1920.” “Westerns often portray how primitive and obsolete ways of life confronted modern technological or social changes. This may be depicted by showing conflict between natives and settlers or US cavalry, or by showing ranchers being threatened by the onset of the Industrial Revolution. American Westerns of the 1940s and 1950s emphasize the values of honor and sacrifice. Westerns from the 1960s and 1970s often have more pessimistic view, glorifying a rebellious anti-hero and highlighting the cynicism, brutality and inequality of the American West.”The western genre influenced films, tv, radio, literature and paintings. The western genre emphasized the values of honor and sacrifice. During the western genre, there were many conflicts with Native Americans and the settlers. The western genre had to do with telling stories. Many things were developed during the western genre for example, cowboys and fights with Native Americans. The western genre was influenced by the Japanese Samurai. A lot of movies were created doing this time period. The movie industry was a great creation during the western genre. The Western genre is also used in comic books, computer and video games and role-playing games;


Raymond Lam

Western genre have been used in a lot of different types of media, including film, TV, and literature. Western genre is fictional, where it tell stories about events after the 1900's or so that include ranchers, settlers, and natives to name a few as targeted characters with different themes portrayed for different decades ('50s, '60s, etc.). Settings are in desert, ranches, saloon, jailhouse, or other cowboy-similar places. Western genre is further divided into subcategory. The subcategory of Western genre movie include Classical Westerns, Spaghetti Westerns, Osterns, Revisionist Westerns, and Contemporary Westerns. Other form of Western genre include Television Western, literature, visual art, and other media such as comic books and gaming. An example of Western computer/video game include 'The Oregon Trail'.

Alex Karasik

The Western is a genre of fiction relating to the lawless period of the American West during the 19th century. Westerns often portrayed some of the harsh realities of a new and evolving American civilization that was expanding westward into unknown territory an in effect established a theme of lawlessness and social criticism within a story arc. The Western is usually set with a central nomadic hero who must find some kind of redemption in combating with his enemies who would often be portrayed as Native Americans, or other cowboys distinct to the time and landscape of the setting. The Western as a genre expanded to many forms, most notably in American film and literature. The Western has also in effect influenced many of other genres to this day, although it is not nearl as appreciated and renowned as it once was. 

"Western." Wikipedia.Org. 12 Oct. 2007 <wikiepdia.org>.

Rob Macrelli    

            According to Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, Westerns are fictional stories seen on television, movies, radio, literature and paintings. Westerns tell stories set in the 19th century in what is known as the Western United States and some Westerns are also known as Western Canada and Mexico. Most Westerns begin at the Battle of the Alamo in the year 1836 and others are set around the Mexican Revolution in 1920.  

            Before movies became a wide phenomenon most characteristics of Westerns were part of 19th century Western literature. Cowboys are often depicted in Westerns as having a nomadic life, and wear a Stetson hat, a bandana, spurs, buckskins and usually carry around a revolver or rifle. Cowboys are nothing without their faithful horses, which sometimes plays important roles in movies. Most films have fights between Cowboys and Native Americans or Indians.  Early movies usually give the Indians the role of villains, but later movies now give the natives more sympathetic treatment. Westerns were mostly filmed in the studio, like other early Hollywood movies, but when location shooting became more common, producers of Westerns used isolated corners of New Mexico, California, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Kansas, Texas, Colorado or Wyoming.

             As said by Wikipedia, the first western movie was created in 1903 directed by Edwin S. Porter. The film was called The Great Train Robbery and it was a silent film. After the mid-1950s many western films were influenced by Japanese samurai films.

            Wikipedia said that a sub-genre of the Western are the television westerns. This genre of film, fiction, and drama in which stories are set primarily in the later half of the 19th century in the American Old West, Western Canada and Mexico during the period from about 1860 to the end of the Indian Wars. During the 1940s and 1950s when television became popular, so didn’t Westerns. 1959 was the peak year in which Westerns were popular.  genre of literature set in the American Old West between the years of 1860 and 1900 was Western fiction. Comic books, computer and video games also use the Western genre. In comics, the western has been done straight, as in the classic comics of the late 1940s and early 1950s.

Jeffrey Josaphat

       The Western Genre includes television, photography, art, and film. Western mostly tells stories which take place in the late 1800’s. Western parts of Canada and as well as Mexico were also part of the western genre. Westerns usually portray a way of life that was primitive witch was also confronted by social issues. One of the examples shown in many westerns is the conflict between the natives and settlers or the US Cavalry. Westerns took place as early as the civil war and the battle of Alamo. Westerns also took place as late as the Mexican revolution. In early western films honor and sacrifice played a major part to the development of the plot. In the late western films an anti hero was included very often and portrayed the inequalities that the American west had to offer.

Julee Huynh

This article mainly talks about what Western genre is. In Wikipedia the term Western is a fiction genre seen in painting, television, radio, film and other visual arts. Western is very common in many literatures and transformed into movies because it not only portray a certain life style but a movement (Westerns Genre, paragraph 2). Western movie started off like as a literature and later transform into a movie that contain action, romance or comedy. 

On Wikipedia there are many pictures that show a life style that western times suppose to be like. For example there is a picture of a man hold two gun one in each hand. He is also wearing a cowboy hat, he has a beard and long hair, his shirt is blue with a dark color jacket. When I read this text I feel that when people mention the word Western you think about cowboys and man riding on horse (western Genre, paragraph 10).

Tuyen Nguyen

According to Wikipedia, the western films are the major defining genre of the American film industry. They are one of the oldest, most enduring and flexible genres and one of the most typically American genres in their mythic origins. The western film genre often portrays the conquest of the wilderness and the subordination of nature, in the name of civilization, or the elimination of the territorial rights of the original inhabitants of the frontier (Characteristics of Westerns paragraph 4). Specific settings include lonely isolated forts, ranch houses, the isolated homestead, the saloon, the jail, the livery stable, the small-town Main Street, or small frontier towns that are forming at the edges of civilization (Characteristics of Westerns paragraph 1). They may even include Native American sites or villages. Other iconic elements in westerns include the hanging tree, Stetsons and spurs, saddles, bandannas and buckskins, canteens, stagecoaches, gamblers, long-horned cattle and cattle drives with a heart of gold, and more (Characteristics of Westerns paragraph 1). Very often, the cowboy has a favored horse. 

In the early 60s “revisionist westerns” appeared. Revisionist Westerns is films that change traditional elements of a genre (revisionist paragraph 1). Many American film-makers began to question and change many traditional elements of westerns. Intended audiences were force to question the simple hero versus villain. Often the hero of a western meets his opposite "double," a mirror of his own evil side that he has to destroy (Contemporary films paragraph 1). Not only that, some of the Westerns movie also gives women a powerful role. In many ways, the cowboy of the Old West was inspired by the Japanese Samurai warriors. For example: Kurosawa's Yojimbo (1961) served as the prototype for Clint, Eastwood's A Fistful of Dollars (1964) ((Influences paragraph 1). They were all bound by legal codes of behavior, ethics, justice, courage, honor and chivalry.

Amanda Norton

The Western genre is a made up genre that has been featured in movie, television, music, and more over the ages. It commonly features the American Mid West and spans from 1836 – 1920 (“Western genre,” para I). The main characters of westerns are usually cowboys and their horses, with some sort of antagonist such as a bandit or Native American (“Characteristics,” para II & III). There are also subgenres of Westerns, ranging from the  low budget, more violent Spaghetti Westerns (“Subgenres,” para III) to Revolutionist Westerns, which were updated to suit the changing out times and view in America (“Subgenres,” para VIII). Westerns were not just featured on the silver screen. They were also on television, in literature, and other assorted sources of media (“Western,” para 31-35).
Summaries of  "Western Overview" from Images:

David

The Western: An Overview by Gary Johnson talks about the western genre for Holly wood. Western is now known for cowboys and gun fighting because of all the Hollywood Western movies.(Pg 1) The western life has made a big change in America today and the outlook of it.(Pg 1) John Wayne has been one of the best western actors in America. (pg 1) The west was once unpopular, but has taken many peoples interest. Also it says how movies are made about cowboys fighting against Indians. (pg 1) “A simple quest to find a young girl kidnapped by Indians” (pg 1) The Indians were always meant to look like a bad guy in the western films. John Wayne started his career in the 1930’s on FOX. (pg 2) He became a big hit in 1932 with another western actor named Randolph Scott. (pg 2) Western shows and movies let the audience know right away who the good guy and bad guy were. (pg 3) “(B Westerns were shot quickly, often in 5 days or less for as little as $10,000.)” (Pg 3) Many B Western films were all very cheap and done in a reasonable amount of time to show to the public. “Gene Autry and Roy Rogers were the major Western stars during Republic's reign” (pg 3) Autry made a big change in the western theme because everybody loved his presence. (pg 3) Autry later on joined the war for World War II and Rogers took all his Glory. (pg 3) Rogers was known as the “King of the Cowboys” after Autry left over to war. (pg 3) William Witney was a director who knew how to make long fight scenes into short ones. (pg 3) Joseph H. Lewis was also part of the director crew who knew how to work the camera very well. (pg 3) During World War II, they stopped showing B Westerns and started showing A Westerns. (pg 4) “John Wayne dominated his movies like a national monument dominates the land.” (pg 1) People had loved the way that John Wayne played his role in the westerns that he was in. (pg 4) After the war had ended, westerns began to become harder to spot the enemies. (pg 5) During the Cold War, they had white Americans playing the role of an Indian character. (pg 5) “Featuring white performers in the Indian roles and regularly killing off the Indian women who dare to become involved with white men.” (pg 5) Also Hollywood tried to make there shows and movies better because viewers were not watching it anymore. (pg 5) During the 50’s, movies were made different and all varied in genre’s. (pg 5) Many people stopped watching westerns after it hit the 60’s. (pg 6) There was nothing new about westerns because everything was always basically the same, but all of that changed after the biggest stars from today entered the western genre. (pg 6) “Sergio Leone and Clint Eastwood created the legendary man-with-no-name in a series of stylized Westerns-” (pg 6) Leone shown many great gunfight scenes throughout his films. Going into the 70’s, the western genre was beginning to go down the hole. (pg 6) Nobody was interested west movies anymore. John Wayne died in 1979 who was a legend at acting there movies, but since he’s gone nobody watch’s much of the western shows. (pg 6) In the 80’s they tried to attempt to make a western, but didn’t really help much to attract people’s attention. (pg 6) “It packed in audiences and carted away the Academy Award for Best Picture.” (Pg 7) Dances with Wolves won academy awards for best picture for western films in the 90’s.

Jennifer Lopes


The Western is something that has left an impact on everyone’s lives. It has been around for several decades and it never seems to die out. The American culture has adapted to the western through movies, toys and even language. For time, western movies was something that people enjoyed because of all the action. When I say action I do not mean bloody and gruesome that you would have to close your eyes, I mean if something was wrong there would be a clean fight and the problem would be resolved. People started to pick up on fashion from the western. The western fashion left a trend in the American culture: cowboy boots, jeans and jackets. It even added to the English language, which some people use in today’s society. The western had a majority of American’s interest and then the interest started to die out due to people questioning the people of the west. Is this (in the movies) how people from the west really act. The movies soon became uninteresting and it was barely even talked about. In the 1990’s the western started making its way back into this society which leads Garey Johnson to believe that the western can and did survive anything and it is slowly starting to make its way back into the American culture.

Duyen Nguyen


The Westerns have become major icons that we can recognize everywhere such as hanging trees, lassos, gun fights, etc.  One of the biggest stars of the time was John Wayne (Johnson, 1).  Johnson states that the Westerns were most popular from 1850-1900 and one of their first dramas on film was recorded by Thomas Edison (Johnson, 2).  After WWII ended, the Westerns started to become more violent and sharp and their heroes and culprits grew to become almost the same characters (Johnson, 4).  As the Cold War developed, its popularity grew even more, but also the demand of complex themes.  And, by the 1960s, the Western started to go downhill (Johnson, 5).

        Passing through the 70s, the theme of death appeared more in the films and much of it was about the reality of life on the frontier.  Not only was its popularity and charm dying, so were the people like the stars and film makers (Johnson,6).  A lot of American Western fans died along with John Wayne, who passed in 1979.  As time progressed, the Western became a plague to the box office (Johnson,6).  During the 90s, the Western started to return again with a new version of “Dances with Wolves,” then “Unforgiven.” And even today, the Western still exists, but not in popular demand (Johnson, 7).  

Alberto Suarez

The Western by Gary Johnson states that westerns first became popular in the 1850’s (2). Johnson says that Thomas Edison was the first to put westerns on video was a short clip (2). This was a popular innovation. By 1900 westerns were as popular and didn’t become so until the beginning of the 2nd World War (4). During this time, Americans became more patriotic and watched westerns as a way of showing that patriotism (4). He states that after the end of the war, westerns started to become more violent because of the horrific things that people saw during the war (4). Another point Gary made was as popularity in psychology grew, so did the complexity of the characters in the westerns (4). It got to the point that they people didn’t know who the good guy was and who the bad guy was. When the Cold War began, Americans began to watch westerns as a way of relaxing and keeping away from all the media surrounding the war (5). After a while the popularity died down again because of the aging stars and directors (6). 

            Johnson says that as the 70’s began, a group of revolutionist western movies appeared (6). Death was a big theme in these movies (6). “Many of the popular western stars such as John Wayne were dying making it hard for the legacy to continue. With the death of John Wayne in 1979, the popularity of westerns died down.” (Gary Johnson, Page 6)  Westerns didn’t become popular again until the 90’s when Kevin Costner made “Dances with Wolves” (7). “Dances with Wolves” won the Academy Award for best picture (7). Following that was Clint Eastwood’s “Unforgiven” which also won the prestigious award (7). Westerns to this day aren’t very popular, even with the comeback in the 90’s but it was an important part of the 20th century.

Jessica Romero

            As I read The Western an Overview by Gary Johnson talks about movies. It talks about all sorts of movies starts and who became famous in Hollywood for becoming a western starts. Also in the article it talks about all the change that western movies had went through over the years and also on how western times have also change throughout the years. For instance, in the beginning  when they showed western films they would show western films about western man that where always in the bar getting drunk until they got so drunk that they would end up getting kick out of the bar (Gary pg.1). As the 50’s came around they began to stop booking western B movies in theaters (pg.3).

            Also in the article it talks about how people in the movie world were trying to make western films a better hit in society (pg.4). For instance, they talk about how western films would help out people that were in war or were about to go into war (pg.4). People in Hollywood would also try to get western films back into the theaters to watch these films instead of having people stay home and watch these films at home (pg.5).  Also Gary talks about how these shows that they were use in our daily lives.

Diana Jigala

 “The Western” was written by Gary Johnson. The story is basically about the Western part of America. It is about its culture and people who lived in the “20th Century” (Johnson, page1) and what they used to do for living. Its starts with summarizing how important are the western in today’s history. Gary mentions that: “The western has left an inedible mark on the world” (Johnson, page 1), which demonstrates that people still appreciate and like to know more about Westerns.

Hollywood produces a lot of movies about the Western civilization and its people. The author mentions that the western “is a legend” (Johnson, page 1) and that is why people love to watch and find out more information about westerns. When you want to see a movie about Western the first things that run through your mind are the stories about love and sacrifice, about the shooters that went to strikes and in my opinion about the ghost’s towns hunted by the shooters that are dead. Hollywood makes movies a lot based on the Western conflicts.

Also Gary Johnson is listing in his writing some of the famous movies like “Shane and Man without a Star, The Searchers and Hondo, My Darling Clementine and High Noon” (Johnson, page 2).

The author also is describing their lives in past. He states that “men used to go in different bars and get drunk until somebody would come in and kick them out” (Johnson, page 1). All these we can see in the movies that are today produced in Hollywood.

Rachel McCarthy

The Western genre is characterized by physical action and resolving it’s conflicts through violent brawls and gunplay(Johnson 1). Reestablishing the moral order during the final scenes. Many filmmakers found this genre to be easier than others because of the simplicity involved with it(Johnson 1). The genre had many constant elements, like the time frame, and settings, creating the simplicity of the western(Johnson 1). Through the years, plots became more deep and meaningful, bringing respect to the genre(Johnson 2). Soon, even major motion picture studios were producing them(Johnson 3).Simone Jones

World War II further expanded the production of the western, and films like, Union Pacific, Jesse James, Stagecoach, Dodge City, and Destry Rides again were in theaters(Johnson 4). Stagecoach marked John Wayne’s return after studios double billed westerns to save money(Johnson 2, 4). This marked the change from B western to A western. In the 1950s, the nation looked to the past for guidance, and the western provided traditional values, but more complex storylines were needed to keep the more sophisticated audience entertained(Johnson 5). Many aspects of the classic western were reexamined, leading to better films(Johnson 5). The 1960s brought the films The Alamo, How the West was won, and The Magnificent Seven(Johnson 6). But, as the stars of these westerns died, so did the genre’s greatness.

Katy Medina-Rivera
This essay states the order in which Western movies become what they are today. It also talks about all the actors, where they were from and what kind of acting they performed. All the great Western films are mentioned along with the directors. 
In the ‘30s, B Western movies were shot. It was all shootings and fist fights with an occasional romantic interest. The feature western were filmed with the visual poetry. The Western Matures were films that used context of recent history as the plot.
There was a down fall but recovery of Western films in the 1980’s. But it wasn’t until the 1990’s that people began to go to the theaters to watch movies again. 
New, they are just a genre of movies. Some people like them and some people don’t. Most people don’t know the history behind Western films.
truong le

            Hollywood has dressed up a stereotype for what we know as the “Wild West”. It was basically Hollywood telling their perspectives of the films. Over the years it got better (Johnson 6). The scripts and the acting also improved. John Wayne is an actor in the Western movies (Johnson 1). It can be said that he is the most famous and most popular out of them all (Johnson 1). The gunfights intrigued the viewers to the genre. Most of the scenes were about robberies and gunfights (Johnson 2). It always involved a duel of some sort and quick death. Cowboys are portrayed as the good guys and the Native Americans are always fleeing (Johnson 2). Native Americans in old western movies are the “bad guys” (Johnson 3). In the 1930’s John Wayne’s Career accelerated (Johnson 3). The Fox network on TV had a show with John Wayne as the hero. The cost of the average show would run up to 10,000 (Johnson 3). Other Western stars of the '30s and '40s are O'Brien, Bill Elliott, and Tex Ritter (Johnson 4). In the 1940’s the money became a major issue. The budget had been cut. In the early 50’s westerns became movies and theatre plays.  One of the best movies were “Jesse James and Dodge City” (Johnson 4). The best scene was a gunfight on a burning train. Many of the best western movies contain long gunfight scenes. The western genre barely made it into the 90’s (Johnson 6). The movies became clichés and uninteresting. 

Shashi B Poudel

Hollywood today is the most popular film producing industry today and makes a lot of money. But it wasn’t always like this. As a whole the essay tells about how the film makings etc changed from the past and till today. At first it talked about the West focusing mostly on action, conflicts and ended up with fights at the end. However it lasted from 1850 to 1900 (Gary Johnson 2). Then in the early 1930s slight changes came by. Fist fights, chases, and shoot outs flourished. Dialogue was quick and to the point. The audiences could know immediately who was good and who was evil (Gary Johnson 2). Later on when the WWII was near the movies were often patriotic.etc. During the 1950s a twist came by. Colors became an essential part and even 3D came into movie like Honda etc (Gray Johnson 5). This way it talks about movies from the past till early 1990 telling about the movie stars, development of the movie and how they changed.

