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Abstract


Shannon Beach is located in Winchester, MA, off of the Mystic Parkway and is easily accessible by surrounding towns. It is located on a portion of the Mystic river parkway, which is a historic site that goes through Arlington, Somerville, Winchester, and Medford.  Shannon beach is placed on the Upper Mystic Lake. This park is frequently used as a core recreational area by local residents, of a variety of creeds and ethnicities. Concerns have been assessed in the past, including a Shigella outbreak in 2009 which closed the beach.  The problems were sourced to inadequate bathroom facilities and lack of changing stations at Shannon Beach. The result of this was action by Mystic River Watershed association, the public Health and Safety Department, and The Department of Conservation and Recreation, and their plan was to build a new bathhouse at the beach.  At this particular site, a problem was identified, a solution drafted, and now the solution has yet to be implemented and the sanitary conditions corrected.


The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) is the department which manages state parks in Massachusetts, they regulate safety conditions and manage the facilities at these parks.  DCR faces issues of poor funding from the state, and must choose to allocate their funds carefully and appropriately. So, how does Shannon Beach factor into the DCR’s budget? As a potential environmental justice issue, the sanitary complications at Shannon Beach must be resolved in the near future as many people rely on this park not just during the summer, but in the off-season as well. Analyses of DCR budget related material and public information regarding the beach will be done to draw conclusions between how the DCR prioritizes projects and what the tentative time line is to implement solutions to the documented issues at the beach.
